10 



15 



«- ^™*°L7::z7::: g °i: 0 h °° k and ^ 

having a basis weight ! £ Cs 4 ™ ~ *** <* 

yard, the fibers formlng thM ab °"' « °ances p er 3quare 

"bars, L n PUne b6tWeen knots of 

a great multiplicitv of i~ 

across the base eaeh 1 " f * f ° rr " ations ^persed 

«e, eacti loop formation having 

<* the base LZT^T" ^ tOSether * flb «- 
co^on piane of the L S e anT " ^ 

« - --r^tTrrurfo" of — 

hooks of a mating component. engagement by 

2 - The loop component of claim i • 

majority of fiberc fn • ln whlch the 

7 UJ - ri "ers forming the tnmVs aT ,j u , 

loops are crimped. hook " pageable 



Is-*" 

f W 20 

L J 



knots of' the base a? H 0 ^ 011 ^ * 1 lo th * 

--ation^ri^rs:;: : ~ :ir ated — 
- -; s co^sru;:— sr. ln which - b - 

» fibers Lvr^Z "X T" ' * ^ 

secured together by a cured b Ld ^ f0rma "° nS 

trunks. blDder " lnt arstices within the 
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cure, bi i der ~ ab : f ut ci r 5 in - hich the 

total weight of the body of f ibers . ? ^ ° f the 

fihev l0 ° P com P°^« of claim i in which the ' 

bers c„, MMg the trunks Qf f 

1 tne flb «rs comprising the trunks. 

8. The loop component of claim 1 in which the 
bers comprising the trunks of the loop formations are 
secured together by interiocking crimps of the fibers 

9- The loop component of claim l in which at leach 
some of the fibers comprising the trunks of the loop 
formations each have a thickness that undulates along their 



10. The loop component of claim 1 further 
comprising a resilient layer of foam laminated to the base 
of the body of fibers. 

11. The loop component of claim 1 further 
comprising a laver of ro=in i 

hn ., _ — . , 7 ° f rSSln laminated to the base of the 
body of fibers. 



12. The loop component of claim U m which the 
resin layer forms hook proiect-inno ot , 

loops of the component. ^ '° ^ ^ 

weight af\ Th \ l0 ° P COmP ° nent o£ 1 having a hasis 

we 19 ht of less than about 2 ounces per square yard. 
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hno* " ' J" 16 l0 ° P COmponent ° f claim 1 in which the 
hook-engageable loops extend to an average loop height 

a n LV he *T ndiCUl " from the sh T-' tm 

base, of between about 0.020 and 0.060 inoh. 

, , 15 ' The lo °P component of claim 14 in which th* 
body of fibers has an overall t-MHr ■ , 

the sheet-form base and ! thlCknSSS ' defi ^ to include 

l7JT r „-L™ ; :;:r:.-:,r* 

overall thickness of the body of fibers. 

sheet fo™ h ^ , l0 ° P C ° mPOnent o£ 1 in which the 

sheet-form base has between about 50 and 1000 tightened 
knot square lnch Qf ^ 9 ned 

loop formations extend. yageame 

au least 2.8 grams per denier. - r 

^ " The lo °P c ™P°nent of clai m 1 having a Gurlev 
stxffness of less than about 300 milli grams . 7 

A meth ° d ° f f °™ in <? a loop fastener component 
the method comprising the steps of °mponent, 

providing a sheet-form mat of fibers the ™t- u ■ 
width and including ' 6 mat haVlng 

at 1SaSt ° ne base fiber of a length greater 

r„t i;r ° f the - - — --ti^rcross 

loop fibers freely disposed within the mat ■ 

the width ofTh ^ baSe flter ^ aPPlyi " 3 tenst - across 
wxdth of the m at, thereby forming a tensioned web forced 
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f=Ti 



U 2 0 



25 



woven batt of en JZlTlll I 9Snerally ^ n ° n " 

^ W i tangl6d flbers ' the method comprising 
stretching the batt by at least- on „ 

least one diVecfiW in it. i P ^ in at ' 

stretrh-H AJ V PW ' thereb ^ Producing a 

stretched web Y>£ weiqht lesc? fh,n k 

yard and having /generally nl * ^ 8qUare 

engageable loo^i^^T ^ ^ ^ ^ 

P [extending therefrom, a substantial number 

being regionally taut in the plane of 
| ln 9 in different directions 
f\the loops; and 
the\wfeb in its stretched condition. 



(dyN 
and \exte) 



of fibers of the 
10 the w. 

radiating fronTbas 
stabilizinc 



26. The mechod oAvila-im or u 
retained against shrinking 13 
within its m 7 Y 3 per P endicu ^r direction 
wicnm its plane during stretching. 

27. The method of clairti op. f„vhv, 

= ™\ 26 further comprisina 

after stretchinq the hat-t- i n \ 9 ' 

th a batt by at L a L s :tCL"TT' stretching 

m said perpendicular direction. 

28. The method of claim 25 
»hile stretching the batt in said on ^V, ^""S. 
the batt by at least 20- ^eWectron, stretching 

to said one a r c on and '"^ V""" ^-<^ular 

tl °" and " lthl i Che plaVe of the batt. 

increases' 'the^ T °' M stretching 

mcreases the area of the batt by at least\o% 

29. The method of claim 25 wherein tL stretch™ 
causes the regionaUy taut fibers of the web Idy " be 
bramed about ioop-forming fibers in the baseX th e Lops 
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^30. The method of claim 29 wherein the batt is 
stretche* in a manner that fche loop . forming f 

free-standW formations that extend from the plane of the 
-b body, ea\h formation containing multiple fibers and , 
forming multip^hook-engageable loops. 



31. 



for hook- and -loop 

providing a 
batt of entangled fib 
varies acxaaaj, 



A rUhod of forming a loop fastener component 
-loop Xastenina. thf= mo*-v.^ „ _• ... 



enei 



£s 



width\ f r\ 



to ,an opposite 1 
stretchi 
the width of the 
producing a stre 
with hook-engage 



ing, the method comprising 
jally planar length of non-woven 
the batt having a thickness that 
'™ one longitudinal edge thereof 
edge thereof; 

.idthwise, thereby increasing 
batt by a^Jtest about 20 percent and 
':hed web haY^g a generally planar web body 
>afle loops ex\eWng therefrom, a 



o:igit 
ng the 



substantial number of fibers o\ t-h*. u 

"V riDers °\the body being regionally 

taut m the plane of the web body, and extending in 
deferent directions radiating fro m bases of the 
step of stretching causing the thkess of the batt to 
become substantially uniform over i\s width; and then 
stabilizing the web in its sketched condition. 

32. The method of claim 31 whLin the stretched 
batt has weight less than about 4 ounce! per square yard. 

33. The method of claim 31 wherei\ the stretched 
batt has width at least about twice the wio^h of the batt 
prior to stretching. 
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